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JUL 2006 

 

Well I did come back to Southern Alabama ! Af-
ter 5 weeks of almost pure relaxation, it sure is 
hard to get back in the groove of things. First and 
foremost, I had to go through over 1200 emails, 
some important but most just junk. If anyone 
tried to call my home phone, too bad, after the 
first few calls that went to the answering ma-
chine, the FAX machine took over, not allowing 
any more calls to the answering machine ! What 
a blessing ! I did have to spend time with some 
SCCA stuff, answering two calls about upcoming 
events and a two hour conference call with the 
Track Trial Safety Committee.  
 
Our trip was just great ! No problems on the road 
other than 45 MPH crosswinds on the way up 
and a monsoon rain storm on the way back.  If 
you get the Press-Register, a picture on the front 
page of the June 29th issue, showed I 88, which 
is the road we took from Albany to Binghamton 
NY. With the washout that happened just hours 
after we passed through ! The weather for our 
stay was pretty wet which brought out loads of 
mosquitoes, good thing we brought a few cans of 
repellant with us. One of the highlights of the trip 
was the long awaited arrival of my brother-in-
law’s restored Stearman plane. He had crashed 
and burned it back in 1990 and was just   getting 
it back. He painstakingly built the new wings 
piece by piece and then had a Stearman specialist 
get it all back together. Yes, I did get a ride in it, 
but refused to touch the stick as it might be 
catching ! Absolutely can not afford two hobbies 
much less one ! 
 
What is happening with Bronson ? When I left in 
May, we had a good chance of getting back on 

the field, with some cleaning to do. When I went 
through my emails there was one from NAS, our 
request was turned down, stating that the XO did 
not want any cars on Bronson period ! Our hopes 
have again been ruined. Several more sites have 
been looked at, with not much luck. Please, if 
you think you have found a site, contact the own-
ers and see if they are willing to have events on 
their property. If you get a positive response, let 
Topper or me know so that we can present a 
complete proposal. Read the limitations as set 
forth in the Solo rulebook to find out if the site is 
even suitable. It does no good to recommend a 
site, when there is traffic there on Sunday or if 
churches are located nearby. Come out to the 
meetings. Unless we keep getting at least 20 to 
30 people in attendance, we may lose our meet-
ing site. Four people in attendance last month 
does not show very much interest in the Region. 
It makes some of us that spend a  lot of time for 
the Region begin to wonder why are we doing 
this ? In a conversation with Roger Koby, he 
suggested I put out a question in the newsletter, 
how many would be interested in a PDX event, 

(Continued on page 9) 

R.E.DITOR  NOTES  
http://www.gulfcoastregionscca.org 
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TREASURER'S  
REPORT 

Beginning  Bal.         3/31/06 $ 4727.16  

INCOME:   

Member Dues  230.00  

Interest Earned 4.26  

  234.26 

   

EXPENSES:   

Pylon  26.82  

Trailer Registration 22.20  

   

   

   

   

  49.02 

Ending   Bal.           6/30/06 Ending   Bal.           $ 4914.89 

CLUB WHEELS: 
Regional Executive: Asst. Regional Exec: Secretary: Treasurer: Area III Director: 
Walt O. Wurzbach Topper Jones Roberta Speh See R.E. K.P. Jones 
13575 Leatherbury Rd. 10124 Willis Rd. P.O. Box 1203 Editor 3355 Oakdale Pl. 
Loxley, AL  36551 Foley, AL 36535 Foley, AL  36536 Walt Wurzbach The Villages, FL 32162 
(251)-945-6150 (251)943-7630 (251)943-4114 wurzbach@gulftel.com (352)-751-5049 

Director-at-large: Director-at-large: Solo II Chairman Solo II Co-Chairman Area XII Director: 
Alan Givens  Richard Felis Topper Jones Richard Felis Kaye Fairer 
3217 Copper Ridge Cir 954 Palmetto St 10124 Willis Rd. 954 Palmetto St 145 Fenton Place 
Cantonment, FL 32533 Mobile, AL 36604 Foley, AL 36535 Mobile, AL 36604 Danville, VA 24541 
(850)982-0394 (251)-432-0025 (251)943-7630 (251)-432-0025 (434)-793-4235 

 

Editor: Walt Wurzbach  
(251)945-6150  THE 
PYLON is the official 
publication of the Gulf 
Coast Region - Sports 
Car Club of America. 
Opinions expressed herein 
are those of the editors 
and authors who have 
submitted articles. The 
editor reserves the right to  
edit all material for 
clarity and space. Articles 
must be submitted prior to 
the 10th of the month to 
be included in the current 
month's issue.  

COMING EVENTS 
Jul 20 
2006 

Gulf Coast Region Meeting at Fire Mountain 9006 Pensacola Blvd (Hwy 29) 7 
PM dinner, 8 PM mtg . 

Jul 28-29 
2006 

 

SEDIV, Mid year meeting. Atlanta, GA (meeting for RE’s and Divisional Adminis-
trators) 

Aug 5-6 
2006 
2006 

Blue Ridge Hillclimb, Sparta, NC 
http://www.blueridgehillclimb.com/  

Aug 13 
2006 
2006 

Wiregrass Region Solo II, Hunt Stage Fld, Ozark, Al 

Aug 24 
2006 

Gulf Coast Region Meeting at Fire Mountain 9006 Pensacola Blvd (Hwy 29) 7 
PM dinner, 8 PM mtg . 

Sep 10 
2006 

Wiregrass Region Solo II, Hunt Stage Fld, Ozark, Al 

SOLO II 
2006 

SCHEDULE TO BE 
DETERMINED 

New Site must still be found: 
. 

Tech & Registration 8:00 am 
Registration closes at 9:00 am 

 
SCCA Members                                $ 10.00 
Active/Retired Military                    $ 15.00 
Non-SCCA Members                        $ 20.00 
 

 
PLEASE -  NO PETS - Also Children MUST 
be under adult supervision at ALL TIMES !!  

 
PLEASE HELP FIND A SITE 
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GULF COAST REGION SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA  
Minutes of May 25th 2006  

 
In the absence of the R.E., the meeting was called to order by Topper Jones, assistant R.E. No Pylon, 
no Minutes of last meeting. Topper reviewed the financial information from the treasurer. Current bal-
ance is $4,800.63. Expenses of $49.08 and income  of $470.45 with trailer registration fee and news- 
letter printing being the main expenses.  
Welcome back to Jeff and Roberta Wetzel!!! They have moved back to the area!!  
SOLO  - News flash! An i%hmpmud oynlo mc hmohybtpmud pftp 3i ntj ki dippmud Aoluclu kthz' ;.; 
(Wow, such exciting news my typewriter went into a language of its own! Translated: An exciting ru-
mor has emails going fast and furious: we may be getting Bronson back! Walt has checked out the site 
and reports that it's looking good with only a few areas torn up. Also that the people at Bronson have 
expressed interest in getting SCCA back. However, IF it happens, it would be for only a short time. 
Construction is still in the plans and is due to begin again in January. If the permission comes 
through, a massive cleanup will be necessary. Translate this into LOTS of people for a couple days. 
Topper asked whether this much work for maybe six months was worth it. The answer was a resound-
ing YES. Come to the June meeting and find out more.  
Topper then reviewed other sites briefly considered as possibilities, but that a closer look ruled out.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  
Attending: Bob Turman, Anthony & Diane McIntire, Gerald & Molly Reyenga, Jeff Wetzel. Topper 
Jones, Roberta Speh. Allen Givens, Joe Feallock, and Mike Dorohoff.  
 
Submitted by,  

 
 
 

Roberta Speh, Secretary  
 
 

GULF COAST REGION SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA  
Minutes of June 22, 2006  

 
The meeting was called to order by Topper Jones, asst. R.E. since R.E.. Walt Wurzbach is still out of 
town (therefore, no newsletter for June or treasurer's report).  
Old Business: Topper talked with Walt regarding Bronson and reported that further contact with the 
Navy is on hold until, his return next month. Jeff Wetzel expressed doubts about the amount of work 
involved in cleaning up Bronson being worth the short period of time it will be available. Discussion 
followed. 
No new business, therefore the meeting adjourned. Attending: Topper Jones, Allen Givens, Jeff Wet-
zel, Roberta Speh. 
 
Submitted by: 

 
 
 

Roberta Speh, Secretary 
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Ya want blatant? I’ll give you blatant! 
 

 
Yesterday Walt and I were out researching a couple of sites that had been suggested. Unfortunately 
these sites didn’t pan out so we decided to go pick the brain of our Regions sponsor, Roger Koby. 
Roger had some pretty good ideas about PDX’s or Track Days and it’s something we’re going to seri-
ously research. Please come to the meeting Thursday evening to voice your opinion and if Walt asks 
for e-mail feedback, for gosh sakes, give it. 
 
I suggested to Roger that he should pick a pre-owned car our folks would like, and offer it at a hell of 
a deal for Pylon readers.  Roger seems to almost always have a supply of great Subaru’s, BMW’s, 
Porsche’s, Jag’s, Honda’s, Mazda’s, etc. We discussed a few cars, especially a really nice WRX but 
since I’m always singing the praises of Subbie’s I recommended something different. We settled on a 
2004 Mazdaspeed Miata. 
 
Those of you who have known me a few years will remember that I’ve been a big fan of the Miata for 
years. I’ve probably logged over 100,000 miles in the drivers seat of the first generation of the car. In 
late 1999 after my Miata was hit and totaled by an inattentive speeding driver I bought an S2000. 
Many people are surprised to hear me say that while the S2000 certainly is faster in most respects, of-
ten the Miata can be more fun to drive. It doesn’t weigh a heck of a lot, it’s easy to toss around, and 
it’s amazingly forgiving. With the Mazdaspeed edition of the Miata, Mazda addressed the biggest 
complaint owners had about the car by adding a turbo for power. They did it right in my opinion, by 
not overpowering the car to such an extent that it lost it’s Miata-ness.  
 
Like all Mazdaspeed Miata’s, the car that Koby Subaru is offering us at a special price, sits slightly 
lower than other Miata’s.   It wears subtle front and rear spoilers and the coolest looking red metallic 
“Velocity Red” paint I think I’ve ever seen on a factory sprayed automobile. Even Walt was drooling 
over the paint color and it’s freaking hard to impress him. Inside, the car has sharp looking two-tone 
black and red seats and a kickin Bose stereo system. 
 
The car was a hoot to drive. Throttle tip-in is immediate and I found it extremely easy to keep the 
turbo spooled up. The six-speed shifter has very short throws and snick, snicks through the gears with 
ease. The steering was tight and precise and acceleration seemed to always be available. Mazda some-
how made this a more serious sportscar without losing whatever it is about Miata’s  that always plas-
ters a grin on my face when I drive one. The car has fewer than 9500 miles showing on the clock.  
With the exception of one very tiny little ding, that I really had to search to find, looks brand new. 
Heck, the tires don’t even look scrubbed in. For all practical purposes it is new and it sure drove like 
a showroom fresh car.  
 
Mazdaspeed Miata’s are pretty rare and this is a car you won’t see on the road everyday. Roger is of-
fering this sweet little roadster to us for only $18,320 with no haggling. Joe Blow coming in off the 
street won’t get that deal. Sure this was a blatant advertisement for our sponsor but if my next 
wheeled purchase didn’t have to be a farm tractor I would be mighty tempted by this car.    
 
  Topper Jones   
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Site Acquisition Isn’t Even Half The Battle! 
 
 

The biggest issue facing all SCCA regions that participate in Solo is perceived to be the acquisition 
of new sites. Nationally, we have a site acquisition committee that is a year old and has made huge 
steps towards helping Regions acquire new sites. However, the big question that comes up is, “Why 
do we need new sites?” In many cases the answer is that we, as Regions and competitors, didn’t take 
care of the sites that we already use.  
 
I believe that the biggest issue facing us right now is not taking care of what we have as organizers, 
as competitors and as workers. In the last sixty days, it has come to my attention that Regions are in 
jeopardy of losing sites because competitors are hot-rodding up and down the streets around the 
sites; we have competitors leaving a mess in their paddock space; we’ve had competitors dump their 
gray water from their motor home; dumping oil and soda cans in porta-johns and in general, not tak-
ing care of the sites. As competitors and responsible adults we cannot allow these things to happen. 
If you have a site that MUST have someone at the gate at all times for both safety and security, you 
cannot allow those rules to be broken.  
 
A good example is Grissom (Air Force base, in north eastern Indiana- Ed.). We would be in jeopardy 
of losing that site if we didn’t properly man the entrance gate. We could lose our vendors with the 
porta-johns at all sites if we don’t use them properly. Oil, soda cans and garbage do not belong in a 
porta-john.  
 
We all have sites that are close to residential areas. As noise becomes a greater issue, hot-rodding up 
and down the streets around the site will not help us keep those sites. Most of the rules that I’m refer-
ring to are first of all, common sense. But secondly, they are conditions placed on us by the site 
owner to be able to use their facility. Through the new waiver program and the safety steward pro-
gram, SCCA helps us run safe events. But it is up to all of us, as competitors, to make sure that we do 
our part to help us keep our sites. One incident could cause a Region to lose its site and possibly its 
ability to hold Solo events in the future. We cannot allow this to happen! 
 
The next time that you go to an event, take it upon yourself to say, “I’m going to do everything in my 
power to help this club keep its site. I’ll drive courteously around the site, make my paddock area 
cleaner than it was when I got there, and make sure that I follow all of the rules that a particular site 
has.” Site acquisition and the caring of our existing sites is everyone’s job! Let’s all look for new 
sites but make sure that we don’t lose the existing sites for the wrong reasons. 

Raleigh Boreen 
2005 Chairperson 

Solo Site Acquisition Committee 
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United Spinal Association Partners with SCCA  
 

United Spinal is proud to announce its partnership with the Sports Car Club of America (SCCA) and 
the creation of its United Spinal Motor Sports program to generate interest from the spinal cord injury 
and disorder (SCI/D) community in the all-inclusive sport of Solo car competition.  
“This partnership brings together two organizations that have extremely rich histories and loyal mem-
bership, with the goal of promoting the sport of Solo car competition to an often untapped segment of 
the population––car enthusiasts with SCI/D. Solo car competition is unique because it gives people 
with  
SCI/D the ability to compete against the able-bodied on an equal playing field,” said Victor Calise, 
United Spinal Director of Sports Marketing. “Since the SCCA hosts Solo car competitions regionally, 
we are very pleased to have their support in offering this sport to our members throughout the country 
who will proudly compete under the United Spinal Motor Sports flag. SCCA’s resources and exper-
tise are also invaluable in ensuring that United Spinal members get the very best information on par-
ticipating in Solo car competition.”  
With the support of the SCCA, United Spinal members who are interested in hitting the track, will 
have access to many key contacts within the SCCA Family, including Jerry Lamb, a 45 year-old para-
plegic United Spinal member and professional Solo driver, who will be able to provide driving and 
safety tips; Solo Tech Manager Doug Gil, an ASE-Certified Master Automobile Technician, who can 
assist with car maintenance and hand control advice; and Michael Dickerson, SCCA Region Develop-
ment Manager, who can connect United Spinal members nationwide to Solo events in their area.  
“I’m very excited about the exposure that the SCCA and United Spinal Association can jointly offer 
to drivers with [SCI/D]. The SCCA Solo community welcomes the opportunity to expand our sports 
and demonstrate how Solo competitions can be beneficial to United Spinal members,” Dickerson said.  
For more information, please call Victor Calise at 800-404-2898.  
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SOLO II (2) IS NO MORE ! 
 
The old “Solo2” designation no longer applies. The name was formally changed in 2005 to 
“Solo”. As the traditional Solo 1 event is now part of the four tiered Performance Driving Ex-
perience competitions, the name “Solo2” was deemed no longer relevant. 

Please see the new logo page 6, and incorporate the name and logo into your Region’s web-
page and newsletter.  

HANDY INFORMATION FROM NATIONAL 
 
Did you know that now you can change your membership information at SCCA.com? It’s very 
simple to do and only takes a few moments.  
Simply log in to SCCA.com, under the “SCCA Member Log In” tab (upper right of the home 
page). Once logged in, an “Edit” button will show up on the bottom of the screen. Click on it 
and update your information as you need to! 
This is especially good for e-mail addresses as they are changed quite often. Saves a phone 
call, missed notes, and delays! 
 
Hard Cards now available for SCCA Members! 
Obtaining the latest benefit to the SCCA member is as simple as 1, 2, 3! Now “Hard Card” 
Membership and License identifications can be obtained by logging in to your membership 
page at SCCA.com and follow the simple steps: 

1,  You will need to up load your picture to the website, in vertical format. Please do not at-
tempt to upload a picture of your Golden Retriever and attempt to pass it off as reason-
able likeness. Registrars will know the difference!  

2,  Verify your membership and license information at the bottom of your membership 
page.  

3,  “Click” in the spot designated to place your order and provide credit card information. 
For just $10.00, you will receive your license and membership card combined as one 
“Hard Card” along with a SCCA breakaway lanyard. 

Take advantage of this great program! 
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ON-LINE REGISTRATION RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Now that the DLBRacing on-line registration system is being widely used in the SouthEast Di-
vision,  I would like to offer some perspectives that may help make life easier for all of us. 
1.       Be sure the information you enter is correct, especially the member number and trans-
ponder number.  Although it is a hassle for T&S when the transponder is wrong, we can at 
least figure it out when you go on track.  The points-keeper has a much greater problem with 
incorrect membership numbers – usually requiring contact with Topeka.  The incorrect num-
bers often appear to just be careless errors.  A couple of examples: transponder 449436 gets 
entered as 499436, or 234666 is entered as 2346666. 
Also, with membership numbers, SCCA is no longer using the –01 extension.  If you have a 
number that requires an extension (such as a family membership) it should be entered with an 
underscore.  For instance, instead of member number of 12345-01, it should be entered as 
12345_1 
2.       Try to use proper capitalization.  It doesn’t impair our operation, but it can make results 
look sloppy, and reflects on your attention to detail.  For example; some drivers enter their 
name in all-caps (JOHN JONES), others use no caps at all (john jones).  A better entry would 
be John Jones. 
3.       Always avoid commas when working with anything that is going to involve a database, 
since they are often used as delimiters.  In fact, the Post Office requests that you do not use 
commas in addresses.  This most often shows up in names and hometowns.  For instance, if a 
name is entered as (John Jones, Jr) it will show up in our database as (John “Jones, Jr”).  Worst 
case (depending on the system) it may move the Jr to another field – you could be entered with 
a car in class Jr!  Just enter without commas – John Jones Jr at Miami FL. 
4.       Avoid late registration!  Not only does it cost you extra money, it is one of the major 
problems for both registration and T&S.  If you even think that you might want to run, go 
ahead and enter.  If you don’t show up, it doesn’t cost you a cent.  Late entries at the registra-
tion window are a hassle, and then they have to send a photocopy of the entry to T&S.  We 
cannot import electronically!  This means we have to manually enter the information into both 
our primary and our back-up system during a time when we are busy trying to get accurate 
times on cars that are already on the track.  Also, the handwriting is often very difficult to read, 
and re-typing itself opens the door for errors.  The bottom line – go ahead and get your data 
into the system even if you don’t show up to race.  Removing no-shows is a LOT easier than 
trying to add entries on the fly. 
Finally, although it is not a registration issue per se, clear numbers on the car is still essential.  
The transponder system is only a tool.  In fact, their name is “AMB-it” – the “it” is for identifi-
cation and timing – they do not claim to score correctly.  Our tapers are the most critical part 
of the T&S operation, and there is seldom an event that we do not have to go back and review 
tapes to determine accurate finishes. 
Thanks for your help – and we’ll see you at the track. 
 
Clyde Bales 
SEDiv DA of T&S 
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(Continued from page 1) 

my reply was I would get the usual two answers. 
How about it – Let me know if you would be in-
terested in entering a PDX event. A PDX is a per-
formance driving event, you drive your own 
street car with an instructor. There are different 
levels depending on your experience. Safety 
equipment required consists of: Helmet, Long 
Sleeve Shirt, Original Seat Belt Restraint System. 
Two possible locations for this type event, that 
we can afford, would be; No Problem Raceway in 
New Orleans, and Talladega Gran Prix Raceway 
in Talladega Al. Entry fees for these events have 
been set at $250.00 for one day events. This is a 
normal price among the many groups offering 
these events, however that could also be modi-
fied. 
 
I have once again updated our timing software 
with the latest revisions. Axware is continually 
making changes that have enhanced the ease of 
using the program. One such change is the choice 
of adding in the time penalty on the time slips in-
stead of having just a +1, or +2 listed after the 
time. Many other enhancements make it easier for 

the person doing the timing to identify the car, 
driver and what times he has driven. They also 
state that they now support a new timer from 
RaceAmerica. This is their T-Link Wireless Sys-
tem, which provides a 100mw transmitter for up 
to 7 miles (line of site) transmissions. I went to 
the RaceAmerica site but it was not listed yet, 
would make for an easier set up, not having to 
worry about driving over the cables ! 
 
We are currently a slowly dwindling Region. 
From a high of 130+ members just a short time 
ago, we are now down to 70+. This is under-
standable, with the lack of a site to run our events 
on. I ask those that remain as members, please, 
get more active in helping us get out of this pe-
riod.   
 
Elections are coming up, be thinking on who you 
want for the officers of the Region. All positions 
are available ! 
 
See you at the meeting on the 20th ! 
 
Walt. W.  R.E. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
************************************************ 

For sale: One two wheel tow dolly - two years old includes - new spare wheel and tire - two 
sets of tow straps. Asking $650.00  
994-0123  Gus Fell 

************************************************** 
"Going out of the Fiat Business" Sale. For sale, a 1983 Fiat/Bertone X1/9 (yellow) D Street 
Prepared Autocross car. A 1988 Fiat X1/9 street car. Both need work. A very nice, medium 
size, light weight, single axle, tilt car trailer. Over $ 3000 worth of new and used, stock, high 
performance and racing Fiat X1/9 parts. All for $ 3500, you load and remove. For more infor-
mation call Anthony McIntire "Mac" at (850) 458-6060. 

*************************************************** 

2006 COOL SHIRT SEDiv TT Schedule     
                                                 
March 4-5                   Gainesville                                          Central FL Region     
April 8-9                     CMP-Kershaw, SC                            Central Carolinas Region 
April 22-23                 TGPR (*TT event & School*)          Alabama Region / Tenn Valley Region 
August 5-6                  Blueridge Hillclimb                           Central Carolinas Region 
Sept 30- Oct 1            Crow Mt Hillclimb                            Tenn Valley Region    
Oct 14-15                    Nashville Super Speedway               Chattanooga Region  
Oct 28-29                    VIR                                                     North Carolina Region          
Nov 4-5                       Roebling Road / Savannah               Buccaneer Region      
 
            Most Regions will have entry forms posted on their web sites!     
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$60.00 
$20.00 
$95.00 

$15.00 
$ 5.00 
$20.00 

$ 75.00 
$ 25.00 
$115.00 
$ 45.00 


