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APR 2006 

 

           I just could not believe the lack of phone 
calls/emails concerning the article in the Mobile 
Press Register on Sunday. I have gotten permis-
sion to reprint the article, since it is of interest to 
all of us that are involved in motorsports one way 

or another ! Let’s hope this is not just another 
pipe dream of some developers, as some of us 
have seen in the past. 
           I have included a full member list which is 
current as of last week. I intentionally left off 
phone numbers and email addresses to preclude 

(Continued on page 9) 

R.E.DITOR  NOTES  
http://www.gulfcoastregionscca.org 
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TREASURER'S  
REPORT 

Beginning  Bal.         3/01/06 $ 4662.42  

INCOME:   

Member Dues  90.00  

Interest Earned   

  90.00 

   

EXPENSES:   

Pylon  25.26  

   

   

   

   

   

  25.26 

Ending   Bal.           3/31/06 Ending   Bal.           $ 4727.16  

CLUB WHEELS: 
Regional Executive: Asst. Regional Exec: Secretary: Treasurer: Area III Director: 
Walt O. Wurzbach Topper Jones Roberta Speh See R.E. K.P. Jones 
13575 Leatherbury Rd. 10124 Willis Rd. P.O. Box 1203 Editor 3355 Oakdale Pl. 
Loxley, AL  36551 Foley, AL 36535 Foley, AL  36536 Walt Wurzbach The Villages, FL 32162 
(251)-945-6150 (251)943-7630 (251)943-4114 wurzbach@gulftel.com (352)-751-5049 

Director-at-large: Director-at-large: Solo II Chairman Solo II Co-Chairman Area XII Director: 
Alan Givens  Richard Felis Topper Jones Richard Felis Kaye Fairer 
3217 Copper Ridge Cir 954 Palmetto St 10124 Willis Rd. 954 Palmetto St 145 Fenton Place 
Cantonment, FL 32533 Mobile, AL 36604 Foley, AL 36535 Mobile, AL 36604 Danville, VA 24541 
(850)982-0394 (251)-432-0025 (251)943-7630 (251)-432-0025 (434)-793-4235 

 

Editor: Walt Wurzbach  
(251)945-6150  THE 
PYLON is the official 
publication of the Gulf 
Coast Region - Sports 
Car Club of America. 
Opinions expressed herein 
are those of the editors 
and authors who have 
submitted articles. The 
editor reserves the right to  
edit all material for 
clarity and space. Articles 
must be submitted prior to 
the 10th of the month to 
be included in the current 
month's issue.  

COMING EVENTS 
Apr 20 
2006 

Gulf Coast Region Meeting at Fire Mountain 9006 Pensacola Blvd 
(Hwy 29) 7 PM dinner, 8 PM mtg . 

Apr 22-23 
2006 

Track Trial School and event, Talladega Gran Prix track, Talladega, 
AL. See Alabama Region web page. 

May 14 
2006 

Wiregrass Region Solo II, Hunt Stage Fld, Ozark, Al 

May 25 
2006 

Gulf Coast Region Meeting at Fire Mountain 9006 Pensacola Blvd 
(Hwy 29) 7 PM dinner, 8 PM mtg . 

June 11 
2006 

Wiregrass Region Solo II, Hunt Stage Fld, Ozark, Al 

June 17-18 
2006 

Divisional Solo II. Milton Frank Stadium, Huntsville, Al.  

July 9 
2006 

Wiregrass Region Solo II, Hunt Stage Fld, Ozark, Al 

SOLO II 
2006 

SCHEDULE TO BE 
DETERMINED 

New Site must still be found: 
. 

Tech & Registration 8:00 am 
Registration closes at 9:00 am 

 
SCCA Members                                $ 10.00 
Active/Retired Military                    $ 15.00 
Non-SCCA Members                        $ 20.00 
 

 
PLEASE -  NO PETS - Also Children MUST 
be under adult supervision at ALL TIMES !!  

 
PLEASE HELP FIND A SITE 
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GULF COAST REGION SPORTS CAR CLUB OF AMERICA 
Minutes of March 23, 2006 

 
 
The meeting was called to order by R.E. Walt Wurzbach. There were 19 people attending. The 
Minutes were approved as published in The Pylon.   Treasurer W. Wurzbach reported a balance 
of $4,727. 
 
SOLO II: R.E. said that only two people answered his question about running events at 
Skelly. After discussion the consensus was that it is just too far away to be viable. Also Wire-
grass is an Army base region so doubt we could get the same deal. R.E. will email Cole Mil-
stead that it is not possible.  Everyone agreed that Wolf Field would be ideal. Discussion of 
Deep South Track at Loxley as a possibility whenever they have their parking lot paved. Ques-
tion asked on status of Orange Beach which had been mentioned as a possibility. R.E. said that 
has not worked out; lots of political issues going on with the city. R.E. suggested it may be 
time to talk with Foley mayor again about Barin Field. 
 
EVENTS: 
April 9 — Wiregrass 
April 29 — Divisional event at fairgrounds in Atlanta 
April 8/9 — Track Trial, Kershaw 
April 22/23 — Track Trial school and event at Talladega 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: R.E. shared several emails and other information. Explained the email he 
sent to everyone regarding a petition to call a meeting to discuss SCCA financial accountabil-
ity. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.   
Attending were: 
Walt Wurzbach, Topper Jones, Marianne Jones, Jay Scott, Garry Crook, Raymond 
Worden, Bob Turman, Richard Felis, Anthony Mclntire, Diana Mclntire, Terry 
Taylor, Steven Taylor, Bob Malcomson, Katie Malcomson, Tim Clark, Roberta 
Speh, Jon Pech, Allen Givens, and Mike Dorohoff. 
 
Submitted by: 

 
 
 

Roberta Speh, Secretary 
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The following is a reprint from the Mobile Press Register 
Sunday, April 16, 2006 

 

Motorsports plans could be finalized by fall 
 

Investors closing in on  
estimated $350 million  
professional car racing  
speedway project 
By KATHY JUMPER 
Real Estate Editor 

Plans to bring top-level car racing to the Gulf Coast could be finalized in four to five months, ac-
cording to investors in an estimated $350 million speedway project dubbed the Gulf Coast Enter-
tainment Complex. 

“The sanctioning bodies will not give you a race date until you break ground,” said Rick Edwards, 
a Point Clear developer and a partner in the project. “Once they know we’re going to build, we’ll get 
the dates.” 

When plans were revealed almost two years ago, the investors said they were focused on landing a 
NASCAR race. They have now expanded their search. 

“We’re interested in Indy- or Formula 1-type races,” Edwards said. “We didn’t want to just limit it 
to NASCAR. 

“We thought if we had a road course, we could open it up for different types of events,” Edwards 
said. “Big corporations like BMW use road courses for testing when it’s not used for an event. Most 
tracks in the country are full 70 to 80 percent of the time with non-racing events.” 

While stock car racing is the country’s most popular form of auto racing, there are other successful 
series being run. The Indy Racing League’s annual schedule is dominated by races in the United 
States, including stops at the two road courses also used by NASCAR’s elite Nextel Cup Series as 
well as tracks in Nashville, Richmond and Homestead, Fla. 

NASCAR’s top drivers usually race on tracks that require only left turns, but twice a year they test 
their skills on road courses. Watkins Glen International in New York state has hosted a race in NAS-
CAR’s top division once every year since 1986. The other road course on the Nextel Cup Series 
schedule is Infineon Raceway in Sonoma, Calif. The eight partners in the local motorsports invest-
ment group are from Alabama and the Southeast, including two professional drivers and team owners, 
according to Edwards. 

One of the drivers is Rick Skelton, who owns the Hyper-Sport team (www.hyper-sport.net) that 
competes in the Grand American Road Racing Association. Skelton is also one of the developers of 
Bon Secour Village, a mixed use community under construction on the Intracoastal Waterway in Gulf 
Shores. 
   Another partner is developer Tim James, a former gubernatorial candidate and partner in the 
Baldwin County Bridge Co., which built the Foley Beach Express toll bridge. Bob Shallow, owner of 
REMAX Paradise in Orange Beach, is also part of the group. The names of other investors, who Ed-
wards termed well-known, were not released. “Our next step is to buy the property, and then we’ll 
make a big splash telling who the stars are,” he said. 
   The name of the race course will likely change, as the investors are seeking national sponsorships, 
according to Edwards. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Car racing plans near final lap 
(Continued from page 7) 

   The investors have purchase options on four sites, two of them in Baldwin County and two in 
nearby areas. The Baldwin sites are near the 14—mile Foley Beach Express, Edwards said. 
   The investors would like to have 1,000 to 1,500 acres. They would plan to use about 200 acres for 
the track, 500 acres for parking and the rest for retail, restaurants, hotels and condominium units, ac-
cording to Edwards. 
   “We have had many discussions with different sanctioning bodies for oval tracks and road courses,” 
Skelton said last week after returning from the Grand Prix in Long Beach, Calif. “Very few tracks can 
practice and test over the winter. Fall, winter and spring will be huge for us.” 
   Additional race venues are great for the motorsports industry, according to Ramsey Poston, manag-
ing director of communications at NASCAR’s headquarters in Daytona Beach, Fla. NASCAR —the 
National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing Inc. — is the world’s largest motorsports sanctioning 
body. 
   But NASCAR’s race schedule is full and there is no current plan to expand or lengthen it, Poston 
said. 
   NASCAR, owned by the France family, runs about 90 races each year in 25 states through three rac-
ing circuits: the Busch, Craftsman Truck and Nextel Cup series. The France family’s holdings include 
Talladega Superspeedway, which annually welcomes Alabama’s two largest sports crowds. 
   The Nextel Cup Series has 38 race events per year in a season that runs from February through No-
vember. 

NASCAR is interested in the possibility of sanctioning races in New York City on Staten Island 
and in the Seattle area, Poston said. Officials in many of NASCAR’s NASCAR’s existing cities are 
asking for additional races, he said. 

“There’s a huge appetite nationwide for more motorsports,” he said. 
The local investors are banking on that tremendous fan base to support a Gulf Coast location. 
“This project will add to the local economy,” Skelton said. “And the teams want to come down 

here. They love the beach, they love the area and they love that they can fly their private planes into 
Jack Edwards Airport. There are a lot of pluses.” 

The speedway would complement the existing attractions at the Gulf, said Herb 
Malone, president of the Alabama Gulf Coast Convention and Visitors Bureau in 
Gulf Shores. 

The Gulf Coast will be able to handle additional traffic, Malone said. Plans are in the works to ex-
pand several arteries, including extending the Foley Beach Express to Interstate 10 and widening Ala-
bama 180, or Canal Road, in Orange Beach and Gulf Shores, he said. 

Skelton said he will handle vendor sponsorship and track design for the planned road course. A 
professional driver for five years, Skelton has residences in Atlanta and Gulf Shores. 

He drives a Daytona Prototype car and 2007 Ford Mustangs in races around the country. When he 
competes in the Grand-Am Cup Series, he shares the Mustangs with co-driver Patrick Dempsey, who 
stars on the ABC-TV series “Grey’s Anatomy.” 

 
(Sports Editor Randy Kennedy contributed to this report.) 
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MEMBER NEWS 
 
Some sad news to report. 
Ann and I have known Tom and Rose Marie since moving to Alabama in 1984, Rose Marie will be 
missed by all and our deepest sympathy goes out to Tom. 
 
 
Walt and Ann, 
Rose Marie passed away April 6th in her sleep while we were visiting my kids and grandkids in Ath-
ens, Ga. She had been battling many illnesses over the last 10 years and she was getting weaker by the 
day. We went out for diner the night before where was she was surrounded by 3 generations of family 
including Jason, Cherie and their 3 and Ashley and Ben and their daughter.  
She was very supportive of me and my racing even though she didn't go often she always called to see 
how I was driving. She was also delighted to spend time with you and Ann at Roebling Road, in fact 
ya'll were one of the reasons she went with me that weekend. 
 
Please pass the word. 
 
Tom Vincent  

(Continued from page 1) 

any  complaints. If you need to touch base with 
any member, call me or email me and I will get 
you that information. 
           Have you ever thought about attending the 
National Convention ? The location for the next 
several years in San Antonio should make it pos-
sible for some of us to attend. I plan on attending 
if all goes right just so that I can get Ann to take 
my picture under the “Wurzbach Highway” sign !  
           Now that the Skelly event has been can-
celled, I plan on departing Alabama on 20 May, 
for the cooler, might even be cold, northern New 
York home of my Mother. We plan on surprising 
her for her 98th birthday, and then spending 
about a month up there. So, it looks like Topper 
will have the May meeting and possibly the June 
meeting to preside over. 
           I have been working on getting some new 
forms for National. We were lacking in any kind 
of officials licensing applications for the Time 
Trial Program. I have sent in one form to Terry 
Ozment, Club Racing, for approval. She has rec-
ommended some minor changes and I submitted 

some other changes to her. We should see these 
forms appearing shortly on the SCCA web page. 
            Sorry to say, no news on a Solo II site. Af-
ter reporting last month that the mayor and police 
chief of Foley had resolved their differences, I 
read in the paper that the police chief had quit ! I 
keep getting updates on our Solo II timing soft-
ware, but with no events there is no way to check 
out how much better it is. The documentation is 
great and Vitek is working on online registration 
that will link right into the software. Should make 
the registrars job a lot easier. 
            Unless someone wants to do the newsletter 
for the next two months, this will be the last one 
until July. Keep in mind that we will try to have a 
party sometime this summer, need a location and 
some volunteers ! 
            See you at the meeting, 
 
Walt W. R.E. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
************************************************ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*************************************************** 
Overloaded with projects, NEED TO SELL SOME ! I have two Nissan 300zx 2+2 cars. 
One is silver with a good body and interior but a bad motor and automatic transmission. The 
second one is wrecked but has a good motor and standard 5 speed transmission. This was sup-
posed to be a project to put the good motor and 5 speed into the silver car but has just not hap-
pened. Neither car is driveable at this time, however they can be moved. Please make me an 
offer. Contact: Walt Wurzbach,  wurzbach@gulftel.com   or (251) 945-6150                    (4/06) 

*************************************************** 
The Dodge van in the background of the picture above is also available, it too has a bad mo-
tor !  This was one of my son’s projects. It was a supervisors van for Newman Ambulance 
Service, has two seats only. Can be had for a measly $ 400.00 to cover my outlay on the proj-
ect. . Contact: Walt Wurzbach,  wurzbach@gulftel.com   or (251) 945-6150  

2006 COOL SHIRT SEDiv TT Schedule     
                                                 
March 4-5                   Gainesville                                          Central FL Region     
April 8-9                     CMP-Kershaw, SC                            Central Carolinas Region 
April 22-23                 TGPR (*TT event & School*)          Alabama Region / Tenn Valley Region 
August 5-6                  Blueridge Hillclimb                           Central Carolinas Region 
Sept 30- Oct 1            Crow Mt Hillclimb                            Tenn Valley Region    
Oct 14-15                    Nashville Super Speedway               Chattanooga Region  
Oct 28-29                    VIR                                                     North Carolina Region          
Nov 4-5                       Roebling Road / Savannah               Buccaneer Region      
 
            Most Regions will have entry forms posted on their web sites!     
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$60.00 
$20.00 
$95.00 

$15.00 
$ 5.00 
$20.00 

$ 75.00 
$ 25.00 
$115.00 
$ 45.00 


